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Ne Letter, "relating t | 


2 1 * 


an 22 0 a lacal nature, will probably i 


By fall into the hands of few perſons who are not ö 15 
1 well l acquainted * with the e on. and 4 af ve.” oY 


=p T 0 the fublic at large, 1. 7007 7 aer „ 
| prove a curious piece. of infor mation, that a 
„eu; Ty nan may be 
£ liberty, who, with ſomething like threats a: 
tn violence indeed, but without any ſhew of reaſon 

or pretence of rt ight, has dared 70 require a 
h religious fociety, with whom he has uo con 
 mexion, to difmiſs a number of poor. children 
— willing 70 come to them for inflru#ion.. | Of — i 
ad jen. and lb. (te to call it fink 70 worſe LN 5 
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found, in this. land 91 
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7 be clergy are + en 77 b in | ines | 


To. wouring to Jupport the credit of” their ſchools. 0 
5 But they could certainly find ſome other way 
8 doing it, than by overturning the ſchools . 
their Diſenting neighbours. N they would OD 
- be inſiructed by me. (fas eft ab bee deceri) . 
e rbey would tale care 70 give great attention | 
de the - internal regulation. of their orm 1 
N 5 ſchools, without interfering i in theſe of others 5; 85 


end to oppoſe, not power. to right, ad zeal | 
and adlivity t: to zeal and ativity. . 
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| * OS of. you have ard _ 5 : 
5 very ſerious charges, publicly advanced on 

. againſt the Diſſenters of this town, relat:- 
ing to the conduct of their Sunday ſchool, 

: which, coming from one of your clergy- — 

mien, Mr. Miller, you will certainly think-- i 

entitled to ſome credit. The perſons conn 

5 cerned, as you may eaſily ſuppoſe, cans: 

-: ok prevail upon themſelves to ſit down | 

Zh filently and contentedly under charges of 

fuch a nature; eſpecially as they have © 

| hitherto been con ſidered as reputable ney. 

and therefore have a character, a thing 
„dea to all: men, to loſe. They have been 
LF ſo happy ; as to obtain the good opinion 15 
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18 of their townſmen and rielghbonies 1 they = 

re not conſcious that they have done any -*-.- 
thing to forfeit it; and they naturally 

win, if poſſible, to keep poſſeſſion 8 
ou have heard the charges brought 

— againſt 1 them; and you will not refuſe them 
the common juſtice of hearing what they Ro 
5 Have to tay: in vindication of themſelves. 


"hs Mr. Miller has not thought proper ” | 


to print his charges, or to exhibit them IJ 

= fairly in wr iting, though he has taken 
eie other method of making them „ 

5 known to the public, I ſhall ſtate them to | oY 

| -.-- yeu- diſtinctly, and oller a e to each — Ro 

bes "NM them 1 in order. Fe 5 <irl 


os Mr. Miller 1 the Þ R in 8 

15 as firſt place, with taking an unfair ad. 

LE _ vantage. in the firſt inſtitution. of their „ 
Brunday ſchool. This refers to a circum- | ; 
ſtance which ſome of you, perhaps, may =} 
„not immediately recollect. In the Sunday „ 
lcchodls belonging to the Church, 4t Ws 5 
maa⸗ade a rule, that the children of pariſh- „„ 
| oners only, ſhould be admitted, 


The Di. 
 {enters, - 


„„ 
EINE „ 
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5 fete ; blaring that there were N £ 
poor children, living in the town and 
neighbourhood, who did not come A 
this deſcription, thought proper to e 
a ſchool for their benefit. What unfair 8 
7 advantage they have taken. or meant to 
take, in this, I am at loſs to diſcover, — : 
They found children in the ſtreets, who | To 
wanted inſtruction, and they reſolved 00: 
— provide them with the means of inſtruc- 327 14h 
tion. This is what the Diſſenters have 
done, and what Mr. Miller! 18 pleaſed W 
Es condemn ; but what, 1 8 am much. mif N 
talen, 4 "you. do not think worthy. of — 
. 8 FE 5 


Bur the maſt 1 part of the chan ge 5 
„„ ſeems to be, that the Diſſenters inſtituted _ 
. their ſchool, not for the purpoſe of giving 
„ young children inſtruction 1 in reading ang 
5 uriting, and in the firſt principles o 
ET lig gion, "but with the view of making them 
Diſenters. | Theſe people, fays Mr. Miller, 
are not thoſe honeſt diſintereſted | men, 
> RO do good purely for the ſake of doing hs 
- good. hs hey have other ſiniſter ends in 
V B 4 1 view. . 
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view. 7 hey wiſh to train up children to 


be enemies to the Church eſtabliſhed by 


05 law. : 
We | need not to bk raformed that the . 
Diſenters do certainly hold ſentiments, i 1 


Wich, as Churchmen, you cannot agree. 
: They ſtrongly object to the interference 


_— of the civil magiſtrate 1 in matters of reli- 


gien, and maintain the right of private 


judgment and liberty of conſcience, in its 


5 | fulleſt extent. But though theſe prin- 
ciples diſtinguiſh them, as Diffemers, yet 4 
there are other principles, and thoſe mm] 


ſtill higher importance, in which the ey are : 
happy to agree with you, and with Chriſ- 


tians of all denominations. Particularly, 


the Diſſenters are fully © agreed with you, 


that the true dignity and happineſs of 
man is founded in knowledge, and con- 


ſiſts 1 in the practice ot. piety and virtue, 


They] join with you, in deploring the ig- 


norance and vice which prevail amongſt | 
1 the lower orders of men; and with, with 


1 8 you, to provide againſt this great and: "— 


growing evil, In openi. ng a Sunday | 
£ ſchool, they have th ae tame great 97 = 


view = 
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view Vith yourſelves. They wiſh to 5 Cars 
nich the poor with the means f intru er: 
tion. If any of you would take he 
| trouble to examine the children of their = 
ſchool, you will probably find that moſt 
Ee. them can read, and ſome of them can 
Vrite. IE vou ſhould aſk them, Wo 
made them, and what they were made 
1 for? and other great queſtions in the . 
1 principles of religion, they will probably De 
LON 15 able to give 8 pertinent anſwer. „5 
5 as for any thing like ſentiments . 
: friendly. to the eſtabliſhed Church, you 
will certainly enquire among them in vain. 
Even many of the books put into er 
bands, are the production of pious and ©; 
ſenſible members of the Church. The 
Diſlenters would, by no means, be under- = 
| ſtood to be indifferent to their principles 8 
. Diſſenters; but of theſe they are, at All! 
times, ready to loſe fight, in the greater p< 
and more important principles, which 5 
11 belong to them! in common with all other | 
1 8 Chriitians. . 8 


- But 16 VE Miller i is to 10 8 W 
this matter, and not the Diſſenters them- 
elves; 5 
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_ ſelves; If their great object be, 'to wack FC 
5 the children: of their ſchool, the Prin 
5 ciples peculiar to themſelves, as Mr. Mil- 
ler, will have it; even then, you muſt be 
ſenſible, they would be doing nothing | 
more than what every other man would 

. Juſtified 3 in doing. If this were truly 

| the ſlate of the caſe, let the clergy only 

oppoſe them by means ſtrictly VWA 
„„ honourable, and they 1 would have no. 1 
3 b to > complain. 5 . 


. Bat Mr. Miller Ages the Dillohteis; 
not only with taking an unfair advantage bh 

in the firſt inſtitution of their ſchool, but 

1 5 Las with uſing unjuſt means in ſupporting 5 

The children, ſays he, are offered 

= 8 to come to their ſchool, in prefer- 5 

. ence to that of the church, =P hey „ 

tio of © money” ' that will be given them 
e « cloathing” that will be offered them 

of © dinners” that will be, ſometimes, . 

5 provided for them. Theſe are the little  _ 
Arts, fays- Mr. Miller, by which the Di. 
ſenters contrive to e the credit of . 

f their ſchool. 3 55 


| Inhabitants of Warwick. : 42 | 


This i is Mr. Miller s ſecond age: and; ET 
. you will. ſoon ſee, it is as ill-founded ass 
the firſt. It is a Totorious fact, and of 
the truth of which any perſon may eaſily 1 

ſatisfy himſelf, that moſt of the children bj 
e belonging to the Diſſenting ſchool, N 
actually diſini ed from that of the Church; 
ſome few excepted, Who come from the i 
5 neighbouring villages. With what colour „ 
pol truth, then, can Mr.! Miller ſay of hefe 
children, that they were ſeduced, 3 by 
bbribery and corruption,” from the : 
EF Church Sunday ſchool, when the fact * 
„ they were e diſmiſſed by. the Manogers theme | 


5 ſelves? | e 


FEE "Indeed, NY Diſſenters haves never hat 
| occaſion to uſe bribery as Mr. Miller pre- 
_ tends. It is well known, that many mere 
children have applied for admittance ma: 
could poſſibly be received. The liſt of --: 
candidates for admiſſion, which it hase 
been uſual to keep, has ſeldom been with- N 
, oOlt-f conſiderable number of names. In 
B I will venture to ſay, that the Dit. „ 
5 ſenters may y fafely give the > challenge tn 
LA Mr. Miller, fs 
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Mr. Miller, or to any other perſon, to Ng 
produce a / ngle inſtance of-a-child; e 
3 mitted into their ſchool, who dit: not 5 
come without any Previous folicitation . 
N whatever. 1 5 


„„ u is very true, that. after thats ad- cf 
DP „ ion, every mark of favour is thewn to 
toe children who conduct themſelves 
to the ſatisfaction of the teachers and 
__ viſiters. Tickets of ſmall value, according ED 
85 to a plan propoſed by Mr. Raikes himſelf, __ 
are given to encourage early and regular 1 
attendance, and to excite a ſpirit of emula- 
tion, which may at any time be convertdd 
e money. But this! is a different thing 5 
from bribery, though it is the only thing 
that Mr. Miller could lay hold of to give 
| colour to his charge. And is not tlie 
ſame plan adopted in all well regulated 
ſchools, not only among Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters, but alſo among the Members 
2: of- the Church of England? It is alſo OL 
very true, as. Mr. Miller ſays, that „ 
ticles of cloathing are ſometimes gien 
: to the children; + though it 1s Seen 1 
„ done 
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done in a. way that promotes a irt of - 
induſtry among them, the children being 
obliged | to defray part of the expence. 1 
But is not the ſame thing done in the _ 
. Church ſchools? and in many other un 1 
day ſchools? And did ever any body, „F 
fore Mr. Miller, think of paſſing a cenfare-: 55 
upon it, as if it came under the deſcrip:- 
tion of unfe air and diſhonourable means of ng 
e a ſchool. 1 


En "Pitt he matt feos part of the 1 
ar ge, I underſtand to be, that the chil- 
_ dren belonging to their ſchool, are ſome- 
times invited by Diſſenters, charitably be 
: diſpoſed, to par take of a dinner. To this 

charge alſo 1 believe we muſt plead guilty. = 
I find too, from a Letter now before me, 
that the excellent Mr. Raikes is annually e 
guilty of the ſame great crime of giving Fee? 
© roaſt beef and plumb- pudding,” as he _ 
= ' honeſtly confeſſes, to the children of his „ 
pariſh, aſſembled in a large room proper — 
for the purpoſe ! But what motive, would — | 
| you think, the crafty Diſſenter has ä 1 1 
providing one | hearty meal in the Week 
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: for a number of poor hungry children * 
Mr. Miller tells you, that it is © to make 
Diſſenters.“ A hard caſe truly, to which 
5 the unfortunate Diſſenter is reduced! He 


e can neither cloath the naked, nor feed the 5: 


> hungry, nor inſtruct the ignorant, . 


Fe out being ſuſpected of che wicked deſign 5 + 
5 of OY Difenters. 5 = a 5 


But the Diflenters, hob nal Mr. : 


Miller will perhaps allow might do ho- . 
Cn nour to a better cauſe, are not contented 
with bribing children to receive inſtruc- 


tion, moſt of whom had been diſmiſſed 


. by other inſtructers; they are alſo charged — 
with ſedueing the Parents of theſe len 


from the communion of the Church eſta- 
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5 bliſhed by law; and perſuading them to 
unite, in worſhipping the great Father of 1 


all, with Proteſtant Diſlenters. | oy 


'T his 4 Mr. Millers 11 age 
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8 A the L Diſſenters. It refers to a plan 5 
e propoſed by Mrs. Trimmer; a lady 
who does honour to the Church of whick 


5 me is is a member; whoſe name, as a friend 3 


Inhabitants of Warwick. | q 15 


5 to > the poor and the friendleſs, I can x never} | 
: pronounce without the higheſt reſpect. 5 
The great object of this plan, which de- e 
' ſerves at leaſt to be better underſtood, is 
not to raiſe one religious ſociety at the. 5 
expence of another, as Mr. Miller oe 
to think; but to increaſe and enlarge 
every religious ſociety, without raking „„ 
from any. It is to bring to a place of 
wWorſhip, thoſe, among the lower ranks of —_ 
ſeociety, who are accuſtomed to attend - 
e place of public worſhip at A te put in 
the way of ſharing the benefits of the Ts 
Chriſtian ſabbath, thoſe who now, care. 
leſsly and ee 9 e . 
5 themlelyes of them, | 5 


4 


. Accordingly. the Proteſtant Paten „ 
5 erer formed the moſt diſtant r 
attempting to influence any regular and p 
_ conſcientious members of the Church of 
England, Let Mr. Miller mark what I 
ſapy, and diſpute it if he can. The views _ 
1 - the Difſenters were directed quite Von 
other way. It was to a very different 
claſs of men | that they looked; to thoſe, rs 
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who thved | in the profeſſion, neith ner of 
the religion of the Church, nor of any 
bother religion; who, for want of being 
better taught, were uſed to ſpend the 
day, ſet apart for the moſt excellent and 
uſeful purpoſes, in a manner which no 
Chriſtian can mention without ſerious 
diſapprobation. To this deſcription. of: : 
perſons the Diſſenters went: And what 
did they do? T hey put remonſtrances N 
55 into their hands, pointing out the duty 5 
N attending public worſhip; and then me; 
formed them, that the collections uſually 
made for the uſe of the poor, would wh 
diſſtributed among thoſe only who ſhould _ 
_ give a regular attendance at the public | 
ſervices of religion, and that for the pe 
poſe of cloathing their children. This is 
DO ſimple ſtatement of the whole plan. 
: And by i its own | merits let it ſtand or fall. 1 


. There is 6 affair which FEA 
nn to have given great offence to Mr. Miller, 8 
and which may be conſidered in the light 


5 01 his fourth charge againſt the Diſſenters. > ; 
i 12 that the os of clerk in the þ 
: Ditſentin vg 7 : 


. 
1 
2 
3 
. 
1. 
3 
. 


* 


: fy, i in reply to Mr. 


Hobi rants 5 Wat arwi vick.. 9” 


Diſſenting Chapel, hat been e to a 55 
perſon who, for ſome time before, Rack 
been regularly preſent at that place . 

worſhip, who it was not known had ever 
attended any other; but who, it ſeems, „ 

had been baptized in the days of his os 
early. infancy, by a clergyman of the 

Church; which, in Mr. Miller's ideas, e 

makes a complete Churchmay, This 8 Rep 
8 ſimple offer, made in theſe circumſtances, 0, 

5" r. Miller | 18 pleaſed to call by | the hard 9 
. of bribery and corruption; with 

what propriety of ſpeech © do you deter- 0 | 

oo mine. I ſuppoſe, if the place had been 

offered to Mr. Miller himſelf, provided . 

: had been left at perfect liberty 


” hang now | Enithed what 1 iſhed 's to „ 

1 Miller's charges. . 
the concluding part of this Letter, I feel 
Fs myſelf obliged to ſtate to you the parti- eg 
culars of Mr. Miller's conduct in the 55 

1 7 whole of this ſhameful buſineſs ;- i: 
ey which I will confeſs to you, Ican Seer EE, 
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to decline 
it (which was preciſely the caſe) he Would 
” have had x no | hes room to complain. 255 
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- Reder the wiſdom of an "hn - 55 
e philoſopher, nor the conſiſtency M 
| honeſt man, nor the liberality of a gentle- — 
man, nor the benevolence of a Chriſtian. —_ 
Whether this be too ſevere a cenſure, do 
you judge, after you have read the fol. 
b lowing { atement of facts.—for the truth „ 
I. which the Diſſenters are | ready to „ 
Ec: anſwer. „ Os, | 
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4 | hgh the account with. a friendly 5 
1 viſt made to Mr. Miller, by ſome V 
Diſſenters. The converſation turned upon 
Sunday ſchools. Encouraged by the frank 
and open behaviour of Mr. Miller, the 
Diſſenters laid before him an account of 
- =" the management of their Sunday ſchool, 
and of its preſent flouriſhing ſtate. Mr. 
Muiller liſtened with attention, as he well 5 
remembers, and expreſſed greater V! 
faction than, 1 fear, he felt in kis heart. 
Caan you believe it? This man of candou t 
is the man who, within a few days after, 
ſet himſelf to oppoſe and ruin the . 
--, tation. to which he had juſt given ſo 
1 much praiſe; ; and violently forced from 
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Ty | t the {hoot; children; who. came to it with 1 
e OR and left it with tears! 1 5 


25 | Soon. after this, 4 conference. took 
f "pl; managed by three clergymen 8 
the part of the Church of England, and 
three perſons on the part of the Diſſenterrs. 
. The charges, mentioned i in the . . 
pages, were fully ſtated and fairly an- 
8 And the three Diſſenters, of 5 
which I am one, who were preſent on the _ 
occaſion, do ſolemnly aver, that the cler- . 
gymen (and eſpecially ? | ps 
Pereſily declared that the whole affair was 8 1 
dleared up to their entire ſatifaction; 8 
1 paſſed compliments on the zeal, activity, „„ 
and charity of the Diſſenters, Feier 
than, it was thought, the zeal, activity, „„ 
and charity of the Diſſenters deſerved. 
Me.r. Miller went away. The reſt you e 
Vou know that he publicly exhibited and _ 
ſtrenuouſly laboured to ſupport thoſe very — 
charges, which he before declared had 
been anſwered to his entire ſatisfaction. „ 
1 8 This 18: 4 tale, at Which moe” 955 1 
e bluſhes! . 1 


Mr. Miller) ex 
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4 Letter adteſtd to the 


5 890 After this. Mr. Miller gave the e 
1 Diſſentars to underſtand, that he was come 
- to the reſolution of uſing al fit and 
 « honourable” means, to induce the chil- 
: ou belonging to their ſchool to leave 
But what, in Mr. Miller's ideas, Are--:-: 
— and honourable means? Let bis 
conduct explain them. One perſon. he 
| threatens to deprive of the bread, another 
of the coals, provided at the public ek, 
os pence, | unleſs their children were with- . 
5 drawn from the Diſſenting ſchool. 


TRE "But thera is one e upon hich 1 VVL 
IS cannot animadvert with too much ſeverity. 1 
ie perſon whoſe child belongs to this 
ſchool, and whoſe name Mr. Miller very 
well knows, was kindly reminded by Him, 
: that it was in the power of the ſteward af : 
; a certain noble Lord to © deprive him of his 
„ work”: his is a reflection upon the cha- 
racer of this great perſonage, which TE 
+ ſatisfied he does not deſerve. Will any man 
„In the leaſt acquainted with his Lordſhip, 8 
N venture to ſay, that he can poſſibly „„ 
5 ſcend to the meanneſs of depriving a poor 5 
. „„ man : 
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man af his bread, only becauſe he chuſes a, 
00: worſhip God in a Diſſenting Meeting 
| houſe, or to ſend his child to be Huge | 4 

: TE and writing 135 a Diſſenter? 4 


: 1 0 come to a part of Mr. Mil- „ 
5 conduct, which 1 iin ſure err 
. perſon whether Churchman or Diſſen- 15 
e whoſe heart . deſiie any ſhare, 855 
1 will Join with me to condemn : Iwein 
the ungenerous advantage he attempted 355 
do take of the late unfortunate Aiſturb: 
ances at Birmingham. It is well known, — 
eſpecially to Mr. Miller himſelf, that 1 
many of the Diſſen ters in this Town are 
Ok nearly related to, or intimately connected 1 
with, ſome of the principal Diflenters 1 im 
Blirmingbam. This time of general Alarm 
and diſtreſs, Mr. Miller ſeems to have 
thought the time proper for his purpoſe. 
Their places of worſhip, he knew, Mert 
5 deſtroyed; the houſes of their friends, ge 
knew, were in flames; their friends them- 
ſelves flying for their lives. Let us nor 
. call for theſe Diſſenters, fay he; and re. 
yours. them, on . of our e 8 


22 -# Letter aired! 10 the 


8 to bend to our will. Let us tell them, = 
tat thar-- obſtinacy may bring down _ 
On upon themſelves © ſome dreadful conſe- = 

_ « quences;” that they have © a Mecting- = 

_ * houſe and dwellings « of their own, that 
"F may poſſibly ; in their turn be deſtroyed.” 55 
They are in deep diſtreſs I perceive, but ; 
Tet us take our advantage of it, though it 
e NAY. chance to add to their affliction. 

TIME 1s hard-hearted cruelty indeed, for, . 

=: juſtice to my feelings, * can call it by > 

no better nam. ; 


7 is EPR pity, my tomndinen Py ts 
Bei to be denied to the ſufferings 
of Diſſenters, who are men of like paſſions 
5 with yourſelves, only becauſe they think 
ut right to worſhip God according ' 
the dictates of their conſciences? Are 
1 -- the: common feelings of humanity to be 
li ſuppreſſed, when a Diſenter is the object? 
lam ſure you cannot think fo. And by 
” the" friendly conduct, eſpecially of ſome 
„ which you have hitherto obſerved 85 
towards the Piſſenters, you have raiſed 
1 in their minds, a monument of praiſe 5 


4 Letter alete to the 23 


e youre, and ol honour to your : 
- e LY 


But T an return to my e By : 
Oe a meſſage from Mr. Miller, two perſons, 
on the part « of the Proteſtant Difſenters, WD 
were appointed to meet fix times that 1 

number, on the part of the Church of 
0 England. I make no remarks upon this; 
ee body muſt ſee, that it was quite 
contrary to all the rules of common 
juſtice and common civility. From „ 
gentlemen a verbal meſſage was brought, 
which did not appear to the Diſſenters — - 

„ very clear and explicit. But not eaſily | 1 
| conceiving, that the members of the 
Church could ſeriouſſy require them to 

| ſhut the doors of their ſchools (a thing . 
wich they muſt be ſenſible they have no 
manner of right to do) the Diſſenters 5 
charitably ſuppoſed, that nothing more 
would be expected from them than . 
permit all children, who were willing, 3 
auietly to depart. Accordingly, a 5 5 5 
wWuoͤas preſented to the gentlemen aſſembled _ 
| at t. the court-houſe, - This ee IG 
5 B 4. found WY 
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24 5 Inhabitants of Warwick. 


5 found at the md of this Letter, and ſhall 
| be left 1 to 5 for itſelf, 


To bib paper, a . er was 
e returned, which made it neceſſary to ſend 
a ſecond letter, which I was deſired to 
a addreſs to Mr. Bird, the Mayor of the _ 
Town, and which, together with the 
anſwer 10 it, will alſo be found at the 88 
end of this Letter. To theſe papers, 1 
have alſo ſubjoined a hand-bill juft ppb-. 
lithed, and of which the public will cer 
8 tainly form its own opinion. What may _ 
de the conſequences of the alarm excited. 
a2 Mr. Miller ſays. by a harmleſs Sunday = 
= ſchool, is belt known | to Mr. Miller 5 
e himſelf. 


FS 2 fhatl not 1 at ol 1 it the. 85 

. next. hand-bill alarms the whole Town, e 

Vulaith an account that the Sunday ſchool _ 

--; children,” ſome of whom can Juſt its -:- 

1 ſtraw, are actually marching, in cloſe 
„„ armed with primers and ſpelling- „ 
„ books, to pull down the church and d = 

Kerle to the found! Before 1 take my 
| | EE leave 
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1 leave of Mr. Miller, 1 will Juſt give him 
one piece of intelligence, of which he may = 
make his own. uſe, that he hath to deal 

with obſlinate men, who are not eaſily to 
be alarmed out of their Juſt rights s an nd. — 
N privileges. | „% os oo Ms, 


My PA ay and neighbours, 1 hive.” e 
no laid before you, what I think, a fair 
ſtatement of the whole affair, which has 

been ſo much of late the ſubject of con- 25 

verſation. F ou will form your own judg= — 
ment upon it. And all that myſelf ang 

os friends lave to wiſh 1 is, that you may e 
nov follow your own judgment, and not: 
| ſuffer yourſelves to be any longer miſled e 
buy a man who, if his object be good, has 

. tainly ſhewn himſelf capable of uſing 
hens moſt en, ee, in order to = 


1 am, 5 „„ 
My? Townſmen and Neighbours, £ 


Your N humble Servant, IT 


Wa ar wick, Os WILLIAM | FIELD. 7 
ti 8, „ 5 
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4 i Pager, aphid. to the Gentlemen afentled- at : Y 
e Court-Houſe, in Warwick, on Wedneſday, OG 
4 July 27, to confer upon the propriety of Per- e 
mitting the 1 Di ienters to go? = 1 
£ "OE School. 


Tue 8 Diſcenters, aſſembling at the „ 
1 High-fireet Chapel, cannot, without great concern, ob- 
ſerve the harmony interrupted, which has ſo long and _ 

i++ happily ſubſiſted between the members of the Church 

MF England and themſelves. And they cannot forbear * 
5 to expreſs their ardent hopes and wiſhes, that mutual SE 
1 good underſtanding, may, by: mutual forbearance and 1 
5 candour be "gan reſtored. - | : 


ny TX Prone: Vilas; bug leave to aſſure the 
members of the Church of England, that in inſtituting == 
„ Sunday School it was their ſole intention to provide 
the means of inſtruction for thoſe poor children, who 
could not enjoy the benefit of the Church Sunday 1 
1 ſchool; and that their great object has uniformly been, 
not to inſpire the minds of theſe children with ſenti- 
5 ments unfriendly to the Church of England, but to : 
teach them the great principles of religion and good e 
morals common to Churchmen and Diſſenters, and to a, 
. e of all denominations, Es. . 5 e 


The Proteſtant Diſſenters W beg: lars: to fy, £5 
5 with regard to the parents of the children belonging to 
dheir ſchool, that f in eee to > perſuade them to 


attend 


rn: IA eee e IS NE Ten 
n — 5 


41 1 


attend their place of worſhip, they kaſd taken particular ” 
care to influence none whom they knew to be regular 
e conſcientious members of the Church of England; 
but theſe only, who had been accuſtomed to ſpend the 5 
ſabbath in a manner, which every good Chriſtian, as OI 
well as themſelves, muſt ſeriouſly diſapprove. They are a ; 
„ perſuaded the members of the Church of England will _ 
ER agree \ with them, that It is better to attend any place of | 
religious worſhip, than none At all. And if theſe p 90 | - 
people can be brought to attend the ſervice of the _ 
Church of England, the wo on of: the” Proteſtant 
1 Diſſenters wil be anſwered. | 


e In reply t to » the ene lately made to them, ps 
5 = the members of the Church of England; the Pro- ” 
„ ſtant Diſſenters are ready to give them the fulle eft afſur- 
Ane, that the children of their ſchool have perfect 1 
5 liberty to leave it, whenever it is the choice of their 
parents; and that their Sunday ſchool is open to none 
” but to thoſe, whoſe parents, oo” and Sens; We 


od it, to om other. 185 


This lil 5 Simple Kennen of their views «and #2 8 
3 motives in inſtituting and ſupporting : a Sunday ſchool, N 
the Proteſtant Diſſenters beg leave to ſubmit to the con- 
ſideration of the members of the Church of England, + 
5 They have only to add, that they are willing to make „ 
every ſacrifice to the deſires and wiſhes of the clergy -? 
men, gentlemen, and inhabitants of the town, conſiſtent 
5 with the principles of their religion, and the 7 pee. and 5 
# ; oy of their conſciences. 2 | 7 


 Warwich, Fuy 24, . 


4 Later 170 Jon Brd, he 


su, : . 


- Diſtenters, aſſembling at the High- ſtreet, Chapel, to 5 


85 convey to you the reſult of their deliberations, reſpect- 'Þ 
8 ing their Sunday ſchool; ahd to beg you will take the 


1 A M el in che name Let the Proben 


trouble to communicate it, to ae reſt of the members | | 


* the Church ** England. 


Fr rom ths moderation. which ** is. Jong: An- 


N guiſhed the members of the Church of England, the — 


6 ; | | Proteſtant | Diſſenters had been led to conceive great 8 5 SY 
hopes that the paper preſented to the gentlemen aſſem-. "= 
dled at the Court-houſe, would have proved ſatisfactory. „ 


And as they ſtill think the propoſal therein made to be 2 


fair and equitable, they are encouraged to renew it. I 0 


am therefore directed to ſay, that the Proteſtant Diſſen- 8 
e are ready to give to the members of the C hurch of 
1 England, the fulleſt aſſurances, that their ſchool ſhall be 


, open to thoſe children only, whoſe e V and © 5 
8 | andy 1 it t to 1 other. ; 


"If this a ſhould be IF; EE of 1 b 


; attention by the clergymen and gentlemen of the town, Za] 
5 "an inſtructed farther to propoſe, that two perſons, on 1 


5 the part of the Church of England, and two perſons on. 
_ thepart of the Proteſtant Diſſenters, ſhall be appointed Sl 


N 1 to make enquiries into the e wildes of the pence of the: 


children ©] 


e ee e ee N 


| 7 T 29 3 


1 8 children belonging to their ſchool. 05 the one 1 1 5 

15 the Proteſtant Diſſenters will agree, that no children 5 
| hall be permitted to continue in their ſchool, whoſe 55 
= | parents do not expreſsly defire it. On the other hand, 
they hope the members of the Church of England will 
: alſo agree, that thoſe children whoſe parents may chuſe - Go 
7 ſhall be ſuffered to continue in the quiet and peace- 
able enjoyment of the means of indess, offered by 5 

- the Proteſtant Dieting Sunduy- ſchool, 


But if the members of the Church of England can = 


25 Riill think it right to require, that the Sunday ſchool be- 1 
longing to the Proteſtant Diſſenters ſhall be ſhut, even 
fog againſt thoſe children Who deſire to continue in it; I ” | 
am directed to ſay, in the moſt explicit manner, that the 3 
SE Proteſtant Diſſenters cannot, poſſibly. reconcile it to 
Cs their feelings of duty to diſmiſs a ft ingle child who. is et E 
. ws Fo to come to o them for inſtruction. | . 5 


1 e views of the Protelant Diſenters, i in "the - 


- e of their Sunday ſchool have been much miſ- 
„„ underſtood, Iam further inſtructed to ſay, that it is ins...” 

- tended to publiſh | an explanation of them, together oy 

With an anſwer to ſeveral charges brought againſt ſome _ 

of the Fee which eee will ſoon be 5 - 


— ” liſhed. 


1 am, 
e 8 1 © . 
gz rem, Your humble forvant, | : 
a 25 179 . Gs WILLIAM FIELD. 


0 L 3 | 


EY „ 5 5 5 
IN conſequence of your letter of ee 5 
1 this morning called together thoſe gentlemen of the 


eſtabliſhed Church, who aſſembled at the Court-houſe, 5 
| when the Mr. Parkes preſented the paper you mention, 


reſpecting the Sunday ſchool ſupported by the Proteſtant 
1 Diſſenters; and by whom I am deſired to fay, that the 5 
propoſals you 1 now offer concerning; the fame are un- 


1 - | = OP! = 


Tam, 

ST „ six, „ e 
. Otten "a Your very 0 obedient Servant, . 
= Aug: S 17. 5 OO 5 JOHN. BIRD. | 
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5 Warwick, , Auguſt 4, 1791. „„ 
= THE Sunday School eftabliſhed by the 

e Diſnters, having given cauſe of alarm to the clergy > SO 
= and ſeveral of the inhabitants of the Berough; the 
3 attendance. of all tbe inhabitants who are members 
F, the Church of England i is requeſted at the o 

5 houſe, on 1 next, at kevelbe 0 'clock, to «confer 3 
. pen the ee. 7 : 
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= SINCE the firſt publication of this Letter, — 
8 number of reſolutions paſſed by the Clergy- 
men and Gentlemen aſſembled at the Court- | To 
| houſe on Wedneſday, Auguſt the 10th, having „ 
1 been circulated | in the Town; 15 have now added 
2 Loy of them to this Letter, that the public | 
may be informed of the further proceedings of 1 
„ members of the Church in this moſt extra- 
| ordinary buſineſs. At firſt this was all the notice 1 
I, intended to take of theſe reſolutions ; thinking. 
e that they would not fail to make an impreſſion _ 
on the public mind greatly in favour 'of elle 
Diſſenters. But 1 have ſince thought that it 
might not be amiſs to accompany them with 5 
a few remarks, by way of poſtſcript . 
Sn Letter, for the information of thoſe perſons who 
= may not be well acquainted with ſome 1 
4 ticulars which ought to be made known. 3 


& FY 4 numerous ee of 1 the Mendiri 1 the U Pol 
Church of England, held at the Court-Houſe „„ 
Fedugiday | the 5 5 


in the Borough of Ve arwick, on Il 
10% Day of Auguſt, 1791, 5 1 1 


e . « The Reverend WiLLLam Dai i in \ the Char: * 5 


8 52G. THE Letter- addreſſed to the Inhabitants of 1 
N arwick Ty: William Field, dated the $th of Gre r 
88333 e | — _ is 


* rosrscRIPT. 


having dern publickly read, and era Winne = 8 
| nine, as to the truth of the Afertions therein coſts - 


Hg, it e , 


And it was nanimouſy roſs wed, 


. 1. Tuar the ſaid Letter is not a true repre- 


1 ſentation of F acts, and therefore has not exculpated : 925 
the Proteſtant L Diſſenters, aſſembling at the High-Street = 


Chapel from the Charges aig. ank them.” © ES 


. 7 II. Tir the Chatce a the id Dit. „„ 
5 ſenters of having prevailed, by Promiſes of Reward, 

upon many Perſons, who profeſs tnemſelves Members . 

of the Church of England, to ſend their Children io 


i the Sunday-School eſtabliſhed by the ſaid Diſſenters, et 1 5 
e and alſo to go themſelves to the faid Diſſentersꝰ 


o, has been ſubſtantiated upon the fulleſt and moſt 5 7 


. = c tory Evi dence,” 5 e 


Meet. 


ce III. Tur the Conduct of the {DE in er 


. che i in above-mentioned, is an evident Encroach- oY 
ment upon the Church of E ngland, and has a tendency fe 


do interrupt that mutual Harmony and good Under- 
ſtanding which has hitherto ſubſiſted between the 


= Members of the eſtabliſhed Regions and their r diſſent. 
ys B&D Brethren: 1 in this Porough.”. „ 


« «IV. 3 the 1 of the Clinch 1 5 


| England, aſſembled. at this Meeting, think it their 
Duty to unite, and will heartily concur, in every legal 8 


and honourable Meaſure to reſiſt ſuch Attempts, and 5 


L ſupport the excellent Conſtitution of this Country ” 


8 5 in Church and State,” OE 


NE IMAT |. 


POS T SCRI Th . 15 


1 c © VI. Tra: a "Committee be appointed” to nn — 
ider and determine upon a Plan for fupporting: the | 5 


= eſtabliſhed Church i in this Borough. 


pn OM VII. Tray the. Reverend William Dat 1 

1 Marmaduke. Mathews, Robert Miller, James Howell, 3 

and Hugh Laughar ne, Clerks; H. C. Wiſe, H. Il. Powell, VVT. 

Eſqrs. James Hadow, M. D. Walter Lander, V 

1 5 | George Cattell, C. P. Packwood, Jaſeph Eberall, C. * FE 

ade, Junior, John Melſed, George Warner, Cl. iſton 555 
1 : Ruding, James Hamill, John Bird, and Thomas Green- „„ 
ua, Eſq̃rs. be choſen and appointed a Committee for Ln 
e Purpoſe above- mentioned, and are empowered ww. 

: _ convene, whenever they deem it neceſſary, a General © =... 

Muueeting of the Members of che Church of England F 

5 „ in this Boroug h. . 5 


1 . « vn. Tn HAT che Thanks af this kt be Ee. 
given to the Chairman for his Sends able; and 3 im- „ 


1 rin Conduct on this s Occaſion.” 


„„ « Ix. Phe” the Chalrman he weiuetieg to an e 
. 1 Reſolutions, and cauſe them to be printech ng 
5 e in ſuch e as he ſhall think Proper,” wg = 


WI. DANIEL, Chairman.” 3 


e eee 
« V. Tr the Reverend Mr. Milter, Fon the ” 

1 5 commencement of this Buſineſs, has ſupported the 
Character of a conſcientious and good Chriſtian, and 


mttumat the Thanks of this nee g are due to him for b 
= | his b and a Conduct. „ i 


mn ro ST : kn al 


e N we to > form a judgment 80 the 405 of CS 
Credit due to thoſe reſolutions which relate to the con- 
duct of the Diſſenters, it ſhould be obſerved, that the 
meeting conſiſted of the members of the Church of 
England only, and thoſe not the moſt moderate Fall 


e the members of the Church. The accuſed party, there- a 


fore, were not once heard in their defence through the 


- whole of the buſineſs. They were tried, convicted, 5 5 


and condemned, without being even preſent on =. 


. occaſion. Nay, there is reaſon to fear, that their „„ 
1 ſecutor himſelf was their judge. This is certainly "Robe 


mode of proceeding unauthoriſed by the laws of the 
1 country, and contrary to all the rules of common 
cgquity. To men of reputable characters, that juſtice was 
denied, which is due even to the vileſt criminals. I 


EE 7 with theſe gentlemen, who profeſs. ſo much to ad- 8 


| mire « Our excellent conſtitution,” had attended, „ PIs 
. this inſtance, ; a little more to 1 25 it of i it. 


. Soner » as an ie to the walt of them-. : - 
Gives; lately publiſhed by the Diſſenters, theſe reſo- 


15 lutions, and a hundred ſuch reſolutions, will certainly, 5 


in the public opinion, ſtand for nothing at all. For to a 
What do they amount? To no more than this—that 


„ reſolutioniſts wiſh it to be believed, that the Diſ- e 
ſenters are artful, deſigning men, who, in ſupport ß 


their cauſe, would not ſcruple to do any thing, right LY 
or wrong. But before the public will paſs the ſame 


ſevere judgment upon them, which theſe gentlemen 


= have done; perhaps the public may think it reaſonabl £2 
-to require that the evidence againk. them ſhould be 


5 5 ; firſt ee 5 


POSTSCRIPT. e 37 
bi where were all he: moderate Churchmen on 
_ inis great occaſion? I do not find that many of them 


. thought proper to ſanction the meeting with their pre- 
8 nde The truth, I believe, is, they are as much 


$3 aſhamed of theſe proceedings as myſelf, and reprobate 
as much © the upright and PIER: conduct of the _ 
conſcientious and good Mr. Miller.” And though Mr. 


f Miller” 8 chriſtianity, T obſerve, is dated « from he 


commencement of this buſineſs” (with what trutn, 
I, who am a ſtranger to Mr. Miller, cannot det -rmine) _ 

4. yer I: ſtrongly ſuſpect, theſe perſons can ſee very little 
of the ſpirit of chriſtianity even in the whole buſineſs 
Ts itſelf. Not that they are wanting in their attachment c 


do their church; nor would they fail on all proper o- 


85 caſions to ſhew themſelves its ſteady friends. But ſtil! 

e they may very reaſonably object to uſe violence, fraud, 

. any mean artifice, even in the ſupport of the church . 
19 8 Mr. Miller "Ay wonder at their . e 7 


” With been: to the many reſveAably x names which — | 
appear attached to this ſet of reſolutions (truly they 


deſerve a better ſituation) J am informed that Mr. VVV 


Miller has no authority for uſing ſeveral of them; any _ 
mmaore than for ſome other names which he has dared to 
uʒce in the courſe of this buſineſs. I ſuppoſe this is 10 

be one among other © legal and honourable means,” 5 


5 which will form a part of Mr. Miller's «. great and 
i glorious pans of e the Church!” N 


„ F wiſh 1 were able- to give to the public home's in- 8 
l formation concerning © the full and ſatisfactory evi- 
dence,” on the ſtrength of which, the character of the _ 
e muſt now remain (alas!) for ever ſtigmatized. _ 
hut here 13 am n totally i in the dark. The Diſſenters, 
| | 5 indeed; : 
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„ rosrSscRIPT. 


: Mies well d their n and hace contrived to 8 
get ſome knowledge of their erime; but of © the full _ 


5 and ſatisfactory evidence” on which they are con- 


I four witneſſes were brought forward, and examined by 1 


demned, to this moment, they are entirely 1 ignorant.- — 
5 A ſhrewd perſon, perhaps, might _ — an OY 5 
”— cellent reaſon for — them ſo! . = 


Al that I have boon: able to W is, that three 57 | 


- Mr. Miller, who put ſuch queſtions, no doubt, as would 


beſt anſwer his purpoſe. And to ſome cool ſpectators, ns 
report fays, it clearly appeared, that the witneſſes hack 
been inſtructed what to ſay on the occaſion, and that a 


” little 3 examination would inevitably have diſcloſed = 


5 now take my FOO, of this bknels,”/ Fr rom the 5 


> aid reproaches and cenſures of human judges, = Oe 
I am thankful, that there is an appeal to a higher 8 


5 more impartial tribunal. In the mean time, under al! 


1 the ſcandalous reports and wicked calumnies which 5 


have lately been raiſed againſt the Diſſenters, the Diſ- 5 


. ſenters conſole themſelves—in conſcious i innocence. 85 
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